University of Southern Maine - The Cutler Institute for Child & Family Policy
Informed Consent for Participation as a Subject in a Research Study

New Americans: Child Care Choices of parents of English Language Learners
Why have I been asked to take part in this study?

You are being asked to take part in this study because you are a teacher or service provider for English Language Learner children ages 0 to 5 who are English Language Learners (ELL) and their families. Please read this form and ask any questions you may have before agreeing to take part.

What is the study about?
The purpose of this study is to learn more about the decisions immigrant and refugee families make about the care of their ELL children inside and outside of their home.   
If I agree to participate, what will I be asked to do?
You will be asked to talk about your opinions and experiences with serving this population and your observations about their child care decision-making and experiences.    

What if I choose to not take part or leave the study?
Your participation in this study is voluntary and you are free to withdraw at any time, without penalty of any kind. 
What are the risks and benefits of being in the study?
The possible risk involved in participating in this project is that you may become uncomfortable answering some questions.  If the interview becomes uncomfortable, you can stop answering questions at any time.  The possible benefit of participating in this study is that you will be contributing to research that may help you gain insights into the child care challenges these families face and how you can better serve them..   

How will things I say be kept private?
Anything you say in this interview or any information you provide will be kept private. In any report written, no information provided would make it possible to identify you as a participant. Your name will not be shared with any person, agency, or organization not connected with this project. Nothing any individual says (even though anonymous) will be shared with any individual employer. All records will be kept in a locked file available only to researchers connected with this project and will be destroyed when the project is finished.  
Whom do I contact if I have any questions?
For more information about this research, contact Helen Ward, Co-Principal Investigator, at 207-780-5831.  For more information about the rights of participants in this research project, please contact Director, Office of Research Compliance, USM at 207-780-4268, TTY 207-780-5646 or by email at usmirb@usm.maine.edu.   
Statement of Consent

I have read this form. I have been encouraged to ask questions and have had my questions answered.  I understand that I will receive a copy of this consent form. I give my consent to take part in this interview.  

_______________________________________________________
Print Name


__________________________________________________________
Signature






Date

DRAFT


9/3/2008

